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This book explores the
similarities and contrasts
among Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Using
the analogy of a tree, the author notes that each
of the three Abrahamic faiths claims to be the
one, true, vertical extension of a trunk of primary revelation, with the other two religions being
seen as lateral branches that deviate from the true
verticality of the original trunk. Working within the framework of this metaphor, Dr. Dirks
focuses on a series of topics, including his own
journey from Christianity to Islam, the extensive
common ground that is to be found among the
three Abrahamic faiths, the basic differences that
separate Islam and Christianity, the issue of religious pluralism in a global world, Islamophobia
in the Christian West, and the role of women
in the scriptures and foundational texts of the
three religions. Along the way, he exposes and
corrects numerous myths about the Abrahamic
faiths, myths that are too often accepted as common knowledge. Dr. Dirks concludes by calling
for a reconciliation among the Abrahamic faiths
that embraces and celebrates the commonalities
to be found among them and that honestly and
respectfully acknowledges their differences.

The three Abrahamic
traditions have a long history of clashes, often
with disastrous results. This book offers an alternative to those who see only a future like the
past: of increasing friction and violence. Three of
the most respected figures representing Catholic
Christianity, Judaism, and Islam–Archbishop
Michael Fitzgerald, Professor Reuven Firestone,
and Professor Mahmoud Ayoub–show that collaboration can work, that it is possible to foster
mutual understanding and appreciation of the
different traditions in practical ways.
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“ YHWH (Lord) God,”
Genesis 2:4

“ Lord Jesus Christ,”
2 Thessalonians 2:16

“God Clement Merciful,”
Soura 1
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